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Commendm‘
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Us. Attor:xey Wllham H. Ken-

nedy has besn repnmanded by

_ his superiors in the Justice De-

partment b=cause he did not play. -

‘Washington's- game of hymcnsy
in the Nassar Haro case. -
He came under fire for‘~hzs

courage a'xd forthrightness. in
speaking the truth on the record. -
He confirmed officially what tais
- newspaper already knew from .
other sources, namely that pres-
- sure from the Central - Intelli- -

gence Agency was preventing the
prosecution of Miguel Nassar
Haro, former chief of Mexico's
- Directorate of Federal Security

. and once a good CIA source, for
his involvement in an $8 millien -

- Southern Cahforma automobﬂe

: theft ring. NiTen T

In Washington’s eyes \{r. Ken-
nedy’s offense was ‘that he
\ouched openly for Tbe _San
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'Dzego Umons dxscoverxes about’

Nassar mstead of using the time-

,honored bureaucrat:c dodge of

“leaking”. the information. If he .

‘had ‘been playing the game, he -

-would_have insisted upon some- -
thmg hke “a federal official said -
“2..” or “an official source con- °
" ﬁm’xed_
"disavowed by the Justice Depart-

2" That could have been '

ment .and . denied by the CIA,
whxch in the best tradition, has

allowed “a senior official” to re- -

spond — without attribution, of
course — that it was worried
about the effect of publicity in

_the Nassar case upon its Mexxcan
‘sources -

‘But Nassar '.»had "aireadj;'..v're-t-

_ signed from his official position,
" and the CIA’s sensitivities not-
* withstanding, we cannot see how
lus prosecutlon would compro-

P A R NI

ion, Not Dascsp!me

_;'7mxse any present CIA arrange-
- ments.in Mexico. The revelation

- cover for criminal actw1ty in the
- _The benefxcxal result 'of Mr
Kennedy’s -public - slatement is
. that the CIA now may be embar-
‘rassed into withdrawing its oppo-
sition to Nassar’s indictment on
" federal law enforcement officers,

some at mortal risk, to break up
‘the theft ring that victimized 600

_owners, are entxtled to no less

~ William Kennedy should have

‘ pubhc servxce in the Nassar case. J

.>might, on ‘the . other hand,
~ discourage other Mexican ;offi-
“cials from using their offices as a

future R

the car theft charges. State and

who worked for months, and

San Diego and Orange county car

than that. - ;
Instead of being . dxscxplmed

been commended for outstanding
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